2009 Battle of the Books Questions

Lunch Money by Andrew Clements

1. In which book do a boy and a girl who have been enemies since kindergarten learn to respect each other and become partners?

2. In which book do students successfully petition the school committee to change the principal’s rules?

3. In which book do you learn how books are printed and put together?

4. In which book does the main character have many schemes for making lots of cash?

5. In which book is a boy afraid he will be teased because a girl gave him a black eye?

Clementine by Sara Pennypacker

1. In which book does the main character accidentally find an answer that helps her father win the great pigeon war?

2. In which book does the main character get into trouble when she’s really trying to be helpful?

3.  In which book does the main character continually refer to a family member by the names of vegetables?

4. In which book does the main character name her pets after things she finds in the bathroom?

5. In which book does the main character think her family wants to get rid of her?

The Sisters Grimm:  Book One, The Fairy-Tale Detectives by Michael Buckley

1. In what book does a famous fiction hero turn out to be a villain?

2. In what book do two girls work together to rescue a family member?

3. In which book do the main characters find out that their father has lied to them about a member of their family?

4. In which book does the food look nasty and sound gross but taste delicious?

5. In which book is a special mirror kept in a locked room because it holds secrets? 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick

1. In which book do the pictures tell parts of the story that are not told in the words of the story?

2. In which book does the main character take over the responsibilities of an adult after a death in the family?

3. In which book do you learn about the early history of movie making?

4. In which book does a girl carry the key that solves a problem for the main character?

5. In which book is there a notebook from a boy’s past that leads him to his future?

Blood on the River, Jamestown, 1607 by Elisa Carbone
 
1. In which book is an emperor insulted when he is offered the lesser title of "prince"?
 
2.  In which book are the people who are supposed to be the leaders the ones who cause the      
     most problems?
 
3.  In which book is there no evidence of a famous romance between famous historical figures?
 
4.  In which book does a dictionary prove to be a weapon that is more powerful than a sword?
 
5.  In which book does the main character learn that the best decisions are made from love, not 
     fear?
 
Counting on Grace by Elizabeth Winthrop
 
1. In which book does one of the characters accurately guess the height of a child by using the 
    buttons on his vest?
 
2. In which book does one of the main characters sacrifice his writing hand in order to regain 
    freedom?
 
3.  In which book does a mother tear to pieces the first photo ever taken of her child?
 
4.  In which book does a mother use fake documents in order to get a job in a mill for her child?
 
5.  In which book does being second best at something lead to benefits for the whole  
     community? 
 

Deep and Dark and Dangerous: a Ghost Story by Mary Downing Hahn
 
1. In which book does a secret from two parents' pasts affect the lives of their children in the present?
 
2. In which book does an artist find herself painting the same scene over and over?
 
3. In which book does one of the main characters have two names?
 
4. In which book does the character wear the same outfit at each appearance no matter what the weather?      
 
5. In which book does the actions of a daughter help her mother overcome a childhood fear?

