My Brother Martin






Time: 30-45 minutes

Rhonda Hood

Claxton Elementary School, 5th Grade

Objective

The objective of this lesson is for students to understand tolerance, prejudice, and discrimination.  This lesson could be utilized when we study the Civil Rights Movement.

Resources Needed

· My Brother Martin:  A Sister Remembers by Christine Farris King
· Bag of hard candy

· Vocabulary posters for tolerance, prejudice, and discrimination and their definitions (See below)

	TOLERANCE


	
	PREJUDICE
	
	DISCRIMINATION

	
	
	
	
	

	allowing others to be different without sitting in judgment of them.
	
	a negative feeling some people have against others because of differences like race or culture.
	
	the unfair difference in the treatment of people


Timeline of Activity

Hand out a piece of candy to some of the students. However, choose only students wearing shoes other than athletic shoes.  Put the candy away.

Review what has already been studied regarding civil rights.

Invite the children to listen as you read My Brother Martin.

Discuss the following questions:

1. Why are people mean to others who are different?

2. What is prejudice?  (Match the word with its definition.)

3. What is discrimination?  (Match the word with its definition.)

4. How was Martin and his family treated?  Why?

5. What tools do we have or can we get to fight prejudice and discrimination?

6. What is tolerance?  (Match the word with its definition.)

Application

Ask:  If you didn’t get a piece of candy, how did it feel?  Was this an example of  prejudice or discrimination?  How could I have been more “tolerant”?

When will you use what you learned today?

Reminder


Don’t forget to give all the others a piece of candy to avoid any hurt feelings!
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