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Lesson: Poetry Using Repetitive Language

Grades: K-2

Title: An Egg is Quiet



Author: Dianna Aston

Purpose:  Really this is just an excuse to use this exquisite book.  The illustrations are droolable, and the writing is so simply poetic.  Using the pattern of the writing, young students have an easy launching place for a poem.

An egg is quiet

An egg is colorful

An egg is shapely

An egg is clever

An egg is artistic

An egg is textured

An egg might even be fossilized!

An egg is giving

An egg is quiet

Then suddenly…

an egg is noisy 
Steps:

1) Bring in some eggs to really look at, what do we see?  How could we describe an egg,  it seems so simple.

2) Read the story, then read it again paying careful attention to the pattern of the language.

3) Chart the words and look for categories.  Use those five senses.

4) Brainstorm a list of simple things we could write a poem about.  Now is a good time to head outside to collect some things from the garden. Leaves, chestnuts, rocks, flowers, petals, bugs and grass all seem worthy of a poem.  Or find something that you think no one would notice, a piece of garbage or an old milk carton from the cafeteria.

5) Following the pattern, write your own poem if you are so inclined.  Can you include a smelling word?  A touching word?  Can you think of a word that makes your thing come alive?

6) Revise: Did your words capture exactly what you wanted to say?  Pick one word that you think might be a little boring, change that one word.  Pick one word you think is powerful and add that word to our class list.
