Book Talk Script for the Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program

Grades 3 - 6

Introduction

Students from all over Pennsylvania are going to read and choose their favorite book in the Pennsylvania Young Reader's Choice Award Program which is sponsored by the Pennsylvania School Librarians Association. Last year students in grades 3-6 chose Hachiko by Pamela Turner as their favorite book.  This year we have another list of interesting, exciting, humorous, and action-packed books for you to enjoy. Which will be your favorite? Which book will be the favorite in Pennsylvania? 

The Goat Lady.  Written and illustrated by Jane Bergoli.

Old Noelie Houle lives in the rundown farm on the corner of Lucy Little Road. Her neighbors complain about the peeling paint and ramshackle appearance of the home, but mostly they hate her herd of white goats, the aggressive grey goose and the noisy chickens that often escape and damage their yards.  Come meet this kind-hearted woman who lives very simply caring for her beloved goats and birds, misunderstood and shunned by her neighbors.  Thanks to two new neighbor children and their mother who befriend the elderly woman, the surrounding community finally learns about Noelie’s many contributions from providing goats to developing countries through the Heifer Project as well as goat milk and cheese for needy people nearby.

www.tilburyhouse.com
www.janebregoli.com
www.heifer.org
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate Di Camillo, illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline.

Have you ever wondered what your toys think about you? Does the doll or teddy you want near you, especially at night, feel the same way about you?  Maybe toys need to experience unhappiness, fear and loneliness to appreciate joy, caring and love.  Perhaps only the most special toys can make that journey.  Meet Edward Tulane, a china rabbit who was made especially for Abilene by her grandmother.  Although Abilene loves him dearly, Edward pays little or no attention to her or the rest of the family’s interests.  He worries only about himself and his fabulous wardrobe made of the finest cloth.  All that changes when grandmother tells Abilene and Edward an unusually chilling story at bedtime then whispers of her disappointment in him.   Soon after Edward is lost at sea and begins a tumultuous journey which changes his life forever.
http://www.edwardtulane.com/
http://www.candlewick.com/cat.asp?browse=Title&mode=book&isbn=0763625892&pix=n
Phineas L. MacGuire Erupts by Francis O’Roark  Dowell and illustrated by Preston McDaniels

What would you do if your best friend and fellow scientist suddenly moved away in the second week of fourth grade?   Phineas L. MacGuire, Mac for short, has a problem.   The Science Fair competition is coming up soon and he and his best friend (who moved away) had planned to win this contest with their fantastic volcano experiment.  Now everyone else is already paired up for their science projects except Mac and the most annoying new boy in the class, Ben.   Will he really have to work with obnoxious Ben?    Read this book to find out how Mac’s science fair dreams erupt. 
http://www.francesdowell.com/
Mallory Vs. Max by Laurie Friedman

Mallory has a perfectly good pet cat named Cheeseburger so why do her parents allow her older brother, Max, to get a puppy?  Naming the puppy becomes a family affair and soon Champ has captured everyone’s time and attention.  Feeling left out and forgotten by her parents who are into Champ’s training big time, Mallory’s anger festers.  Mallory just can’t seem to follow any of the vet’s training tips which only feeds her frustrations.  When she accidentally leaves the door open and Champ escapes, Mallory feels worse.  Will Champ return home to his family again?  Will Max and Mallory ever get over their sibling rivalry?  This book holds all the answers!
The World’s Greatest Elephant by Ralph Helfer and illustrated by Ted Lewin.

Bram, son of the elephant trainer with the Wundercircus in Germany, shares a special bond with Modoc.  Both entered the world at the stroke of midnight on the same date.  The two have become the best of friends as they grow up happily together.  All goes well until the circus is sold and moves to New York.   For the first time in their lives, it looks as if the two will be parted.   Bram is not prepared to let his beloved elephant go without a fight and hatches a dangerous plan to accompany her, but fate steps in and disaster strikes once again in the form of a shipwreck.  This is just the beginning of many hardships the two must endure in their quest to remain together.  This story of loyalty and friendship is sure to surprise and amaze you.

www.tedlewin.com
http://www.harpercollins.com.au/global_scripts/product_catalog/author_xml.asp?authorid=4388
Blackbeard’s Last Fight by Eric A. Kimmel and illustrated by Leonard Everett Fisher

Blackbeard the Pirate really did live, plundering and pillaging up and down the southeastern coast of the British colonies in the early 1700s.  He made a lot of enemies, but was also dearly loved by the slaves he freed, the sailors he led, and at least 16 women who married him!  This exciting book tells the story of how he was finally put out of business, a story told by Jeremy Hobbs, the fictional cabin boy of the HMS Pearl. Read this dark tale and enjoy its pictures of a time of tall ships and piracy!

http://www.ericakimmel.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/09/books/review/09down.html?ex=1310097600&en=00caec51a9d86257&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/kimmel.htm
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/fisher.htm
Moon Runner by Carolyn Marsden

Mina Lee is starting fourth grade in a new school and things are going better than she anticipated.  She likes her teacher, Ms. Jenner, whose fascination with the moon allows Mina to explore her deep cultural connections and she has even made some good friends.  In fact, they have accepted her into their friendship club.  But things become tense when Mina’s new found interest and success in running threatens her friendship with Ruth.  Will these two competitors be able to work things out and still preserve their friendship?
http://www.candlewick.com/cat.asp?browse=Title&mode=book&isbn=076362117x&pix=n
http://www.carolynmarsden.com/
Aliens are Coming! The True Account of the 1938 War of the Worlds Radio Broadcast by Meghan McCarthy
Ever hear of the Halloween prank played by Orson Welles way back in 1938?  Well, this book tells the true story of how Mr. Welles, one of Hollywood’s best actor/directors, chose to retell the story of the Martians coming to Earth to conquer us with super duper weapons and technology.  The story was written decades earlier by the English science fiction writer H.G. Wells (no relation!), but Orson made it into a radio play, and set it in New Jersey.  Although he told the audience that this was a play, PEOPLE ACTUALLY THOUGHT THE MARTIANS WERE INVADING NEW JERSEY!!  Read this book for a very funny tale of how your grandparents were tricked as a Halloween treat a long time ago!

http://www.meghan-mccarthy.com/books.html
www.meghan-mccarthy.com/aliens_reviews.html
Marvelous Mattie by Emily Arnold McCully

The only thing that Mattie had from her father was his toolbox. She used the toolbox and her imagination to invent many things. When Mattie was only twelve, she designed a metal guard to prevent the shuttles from shooting off looms in the textile mills, but her biggest project was to invent a machine that could cut and glue a square bottomed grocery bag. When Charles Annan secretly stole the plans and received a patent, the persistent Mattie went to court and proved it was her invention after all.  You, too, can see her wonderful inventions in the sketches on the bottom of the pages.
www.childrenslit.com/f_mccully.html
http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blknight.htm
http://www.csupomona.edu/~plin/inventors/knight.html
Ugly by Donna Jo Napoli and illustrated by Lita Judge
Everyone is familiar with the Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale, "The Ugly Duckling." In this retelling, the ugly duckling, named Ugly by his siblings, is nurtured by his mother who believes he is a genius, although his behavior is most un-ducklike.  After being ejected by the duck community, Ugly spends a year searching for friends as he grows into a swan.  Rich details of Tasmanian wildlife are combined with the eternal lessons of finding one's place in the world and learning to accept who you are.
http://www.donnajonapoli.com/
http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/au-napoli-donna-jo.asp
The Right Dog for the Job: Ira’s Path from Service Dog to Guide Dog by Dorothy Hinshaw Patent and illustrated by William Munoz. 
Ira, an adorable golden retriever, is born to be a service dog.  There are many tasks he must learn in order to be a good helper. He must learn how to pick up dropped keys, open doors by pressing a wheel-chair access sign, stay in one place for long periods of time and even turn on a light switch. He has many helpers in his training – especially a sixth grade teacher and her class.  Large colorful photographs depict Ira’s transformation from puppy to guide dog for the blind, proving that dogs really are man’s best friend.

http://www.dorothyhinshawpatent.com/
http://www.guidedogs.com/site/PageServer
Clemency Pogue:  Fairy Killer by J. T. Petty and illustrated by Will Davis.

In this magical world of Clemency Pogue, fairies can be especially pesky, annoying and downright vicious.  What would happen if Clemency accidentally killed one?  The action she took has caused quite a stir, but with an unusually talented magical partner, Clemency sets off to make things better.  Come along and see how she does it!

http://www.simonsays.com/content/destination.cfm?tab=1&pid=484528&agid=13
http://www.kidsreads.com/reviews/0689872364.asp
Twenty-One Elephants and Still Standing by April Jones Prince and illustrated by Francois Roca. 

This is a perfect pairing of the Greatest Show on Earth and the Eighth Wonder of the World! The Brooklyn Bridge built in 1884 was described by many as the Eighth Wonder of the World.  Many people, however, would not cross it, afraid that it would fall.  That’s when P.T. Barnum stepped in. He was the owner of a wonderful circus called The Greatest Show on Earth.  Barnum marched twenty-one of his gigantic circus elephants across the Brooklyn Bridge to prove that the bridge was sturdy.  After reading this book, check out the books and Web sites suggested by the author to learn more.
www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/catalog/authordetail.cfm?authorID=9732
Melvin Beederman Superhero: The Curse of the Bologna Sandwich written by Greg Trine and illustrated by Rhode Monijo


As a young graduate of The Superhero Academy, Melvin Beederman is sent on his first assignment to Los Angeles to foil the odiferous and evil McNasty brothers. He finds a new friend there, Candace Brinkwater, who teams up with him to protect this crime ridden city from evil. Melvin suffers a few minor set backs along the way - his x-ray vision causes him to see everyone’s underwear - and when the McNasty brothers realize that bologna saps his strength, the challenges get “nasty.” Read this funny adventure story to find out if this Superhero can save the city from the wicked McNasty brothers.

www.melvinbeederman.com
Freedom on the Menu by Carole Boston Weatherford and illustrated by Jerome Lagarrigue
Before the Civil Rights movement there were separate facilities for whites and blacks. There were two sets of restrooms, drinking fountains, lunch counters, bathrooms and movie theaters, one for blacks and one for whites.   A young southern black girl tells this powerful story of how four black students from Agricultural and Technical College sat down at Woolworth’s all-white lunch counter in Greensboro, NC and asked to be served. This one small act started the civil rights sit-ins which spread throughout the south and fueled the Civil Rights movement.
www.caroleweatherford.com
